[The induction of an immune response to influenza virus antigens by anti-idiotypic antibodies].
The present investigation indicate that homologous polyclonal anti-idiotypic antibodies induce both humoral and cell-mediated immune response. Experiments on the exhaustion of immune sera with vaccine have revealed that anti-idiotypic antibodies induce not only specific antibodies to influenza virus antigens, but also antibodies to other epitopes of the globulin molecule of the anti-idiotype. Anti-idiotypic antibodies, when reintroduced into animals, induce the production of anti-influenza antibodies of the anamnestic type, but do not induce the formation of antihemagglutinins. The injection of influenza vaccine to animals, previously immunized with anti-idiotypic antibodies, induces the production of antihemagglutinins; an increase in the level of immune complexes and antibodies to anti-idiotype, i.e. anti-idiotypic antibodies, induces the development of immunological memory with respect to influenza virus antigens, including antihemagglutinins.